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Director's Corner

Hello everyone! | had the privilege of meeting with
the Missouri DD Health Home providers last

week. There are approximately 20,000 active
enrollees in DD Health Home currently! | was
excited to hear how DD Health Home providers and
DDD Staff are working through some of the
challenges in engagement with DD Health Home
and the wonderful success stories of those who are
already enrolled in DD Health Home. I'd like to
share with you a couple of highlights from the
success stories we talked about in the meeting. An
individual had not received dental care in 23

years. A DD Health Home provider identified this
need and connected the individual with a dentist who could provide the

care. Another DD Health Home provider made a connection with a local clinic
that performs dental and other services. The clinic can provide anesthesia, if
necessary. This DD Health Home provider coordinates with an individual's
primary care physician or other doctors to determine if the individual requires a
blood draw, vaccines, or other procedures that may cause discomfort or
anxiety. If permission is given, the local clinic can coordinate these procedures
while the individual is under anesthesia to ensure the comfort and safety of the
individual. Finally, | was thrilled to hear about the partnerships between DD
Health Home providers and Support Coordinators. These partnerships are
critical to ensure the best outcomes for individuals. | would encourage all
Support Coordinators and DD Health Home providers to actively reach out to
one another and build those relationships. The work that you do really goes
hand in hand. This is a way to add a valuable resource to your network and
better support the individuals we serve. As always, | appreciate everyone’s
contributions in serving, empowering and supporting Missourians to live their
best lives.

Director Sheila Wunning

How to Use DDD Weekly

DDD Weekly contains links to webinars, trainings, meetings and other
websites with additional information about the topics covered in DDD Weekly.
If you click on the blue text, it will take you to another website where you can
sign up for the meeting, learn more about the topic, etc. New information is
added to the beginning of the newsletter. If you have questions about using
DDD Weekly, please email ddmail@dmh.mo.gov.
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Parents’ Point of View
(PPOV) Series

DDD Staff Only
12/9/25

Quarterly Benefits
Presentation

FY26 Family Flexible Assistance Program

FY26 Family Flexible Assistance Program (FFAP) award notifications were
sent out last week. If you applied for FY26 FFAP funding and did not receive
an award notification, please email missouriautismprojects@dmh.mo.gov.
The next FFAP funding opportunity will open in July 2026. For more
information about the FFAP, please visit the FFAP webpage.

CP Life — Anna Montaldo

Anna Montaldo is a young adult and
disability advocate proudly living with
Cerebral Palsy. She is the founder of CP
Life. She currently has social media accounts
on YouTube, TikTok, Instagram, and
Facebook where she shares video and
written content focused on disability
awareness and outreach/education. As an
advocate and social media influencer, Anna
created CP Life in an effort to show people
that living with a disability does not have to
be limiting. Anna has worked with various
organizations such as the Boundless Babe
Society, a mentorship program dedicated to $
empowering women with disabilities, People First, a reglonal and state W|de
self-advocate organization, the Missouri Developmental Disabilities Council,
and Self-Advocacy Resource and Technical Assistance Center (SARTAC).

Anna recognizes the value and power of sharing her story with others. She
knows that when people feel supported to come together, a larger movement
can happen. Her goal for CP Life is to create a space that feels honest,
empowering, and helpful to other people with disabilities and their families,
where they can find inspiration, resources, real-life tips, or sometimes just a
good laugh. Anna works to celebrate disability and make space for authentic
conversations around navigating adulthood.

Anna provides a wide variety of content around topics such as working with
your Direct Support Staff, Guardianship and Alternatives, Daily Life with a
Disability, Embracing Empowerment, Empowering Choices, Advocacy, and
much more.

Find and follow Anna and CP Life on YouTube, Instagram, and gocplife.
Reach out to Anna at: AnnaMontaldo@CPLifeConsulting.com.

State Fire Marshal Inspection Processes for
Certified/Accredited Med Waiver Providers

The Office of Licensure and Certification (OLC) will be automating State Fire
Marshal (SFM) processes for all certified, including accredited/deemed
certified, providers. While this has already occurred for certified providers,
accredited/deemed certified providers will no longer need to manually request
annual SFM inspections. For additional information regarding SFM inspections,
including the SFM plan review process for new construction or renovations to
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existing sites, please visit the OLC webpage. SFM process documents are
found under the Provider Information & Training accordion.

2026 Partners in Policymaking Taking Applications
Now

Partners in Policymaking (PiP) is a leadership training program available
through the Missouri Developmental Disabilities Council (MODDC) that runs
from January to September 2026. The PiP program is designed for self-
advocates and parents of young children with intellectual and developmental
disabilities (I/DD). The goal of PiP is to develop leadership and advocacy skills
of the people and families who need and use the I/DD service system. PiP
focuses on enhancing partnerships between service users and those in a
position to make policies and laws. Participants in the program will have
opportunities to meet with national leaders in the DD field, become familiar with
various organizations, and connect with opportunities and endless
possibilities.

Participants chosen for the program are required to attend all sessions and
complete all assignments.

Topics discussed during the sessions include:

History of Disability Movements

Quality Education

Employment

Housing and Person-Centered Planning

Positive Behavior Supports

Parliamentary Procedure: How to Take Control of Meetings
State/Federal Policy and Legislative Issues

Assistive Technology

Community Organizing

Applications are available on the MODDC website. The deadline to submit
applications is December 14, 2025. All questions should be sent to MODDC at
1-800-500-7878 or via email at moddc@moddcouncil.org.

DMH’s Hearnes Acute Rehabilitation Program (HARP)
has been selected as a finalist for the Institute for
Inpatient Psychiatric Rehabilitation Award!

We need your vote by December 19, 2025, to win the award. Please vote at:
IIPR Award Voting Site. Why you should vote for HARP: HARP serves
individuals who are dually diagnosed with serious mental illness and
intellectual/developmental disabilities and who are in need of psychiatric
medication stabilization. This is a 15-bed program at Fulton State Hospital.
HARP’s goal is to achieve psychiatric rehabilitation within a 90-day stay. HARP
utilizes Tools of Choice, Dialectical Behavior Therapy, Behavioral Skills
Training, Case Management, and Peer Support to meet individuals on their
recovery journey and build upon their strengths. HARP involves the individual
in setting goals and developing a treatment plan that addresses the individual’s
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needs and desires. HARP works closely with guardians, family members,
support coordinators, and providers to strengthen care and positive community
connections when individuals leave HARP. HARP fosters hope by believing
that all individuals have the capacity to succeed.

2025-2026 National Core Indicators and Missouri
Quality Outcomes Surveys: Your Feedback is
Important!

The MO Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) has begun a new survey
cycle. DDD participates in three National Core Indicators (NCI) surveys and
the Missouri Quality Outcomes Survey. These surveys ask people with
intellectual and/or developmental disabilities and their families about their lives
and the services they receive.

People receiving DDD services are randomly selected to participate. People
selected will be contacted by mail or telephone. Mailed surveys will come from
the University of Missouri, Kansas City, Institute for Human Development, later
in the year. Telephone contact will be made by staff from the local Regional
Office starting in November 2025.

Survey responses are anonymous. DDD reviews and uses the surveys to
guide decisions about programs and enhance services. The 2025-2026 survey
cycle ends on June 30, 2026. Please explore DDD’s Easy Reader Surveys
and You: Your Voice Matters. Any questions about the surveys can be sent to
Caitlin Bartley, NCI Project Coordinator. caitlin.bartley@dmh.mo.gov.

. What is ConneXion?
CO n ne%lo n ConneXion is a secure online system that helps
Division of Developmental Disabilities providers, Support coordinators, and teams share
and access important information about individuals receiving Developmental
Disabilities (DD) services.
Goal for ConneXion:
To create a simple, secure system that helps people who support individuals
with developmental disabilities share important information—so everyone can
work together to provide the best care and services.
What’s Happening:
We’re planning for the future of ConneXion! Right now, our team is writing a
detailed plan—kind of like a shopping list—that explains what we need in a
new system to better support individuals and meet state rules.
We hope to share this plan with technology companies in January 2026, so
they can show us how they would build it.

What is FHIR?
FHIR (Fast Healthcare Interoperability

Resources) is a national standard that t FHIR-ed Up fOI’
helps different computer systems safely INTEROPERABILITY

share health and support information.
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Goal for FHIR:

To make it easier for health care providers, support teams, and service
systems to securely share important information, so individuals with
developmental disabilities receive better, more connected care.

What’s Happening:

Our team is building tools that help different computer systems “talk” to each
other using FHIR. This makes it easier for doctors, providers, and support
coordinators to share important information—Ilike medical history or support
plans.

We are working to share person-centered service plan data in real time
through the Health Information Network (HIN) viewer. This will help teams
quickly see the most up-to-date information for individuals receiving DD
services.

We’'re aiming to have this ready to go live between January and February
2026.

State Offices Closed
Christmas — December 25t & 26t
New Year's Day — January 15t

Sign up below to receive the Missouri Department of Mental Health,
Division of Developmental Disabilities DDD Weekly newsletter by text or
email and follow us on social media.
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