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TOPIC/ISSUE DISCUSSION 

CALL TO ORDER/ 
INTRODUCTIONS 
 
APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES 
 
OPEN 
DISCUSSION 

Dennis Tesreau, Chair called the Missouri Mental Health Commission Meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. on May 7, 
2014.  The meeting was held at the Department of Mental Health, 1706 E Elm, Jefferson City, MO. 
 

• Introductions were made.   
• Due to no quorum at the April meeting the minutes of the March minutes were approved.  Gary Duncan 

made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 13, 2014 Mental Health Commission Meeting.  
Steve Roling seconded the motion and the minutes were approved with minor revisions.  

• Neva Thurston made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 10, 2014 Mental Health Commission 
Meeting.  Steve Roling seconded the motion and the minutes were approved with minor revisions. 

• Keith Schafer received the National Council for Behavioral Health Inspiring Hope Community Advocacy 
Award in Washington DC on May 6th.  Keith also received a grant for $10,000 to go to a non-profit 
organization of his choice and he has chosen the Missouri Mental Health Foundation. 

• Patty Henry reminded everyone about the Mental Health Champions Banquet coming up on June 3rd. 
LEGISLATIVE 
UPDATE 

Bob Bax provided the Legislative update.   
• Fulton State Hospital construction has been funded in HB2005.  The annual bond payment and 

construction cost has been added to HB2005. Bob Reitz mentioned that the kickoff for design work at 
Fulton State Hospital will be May 21, 2014.  The design work calls for completion of construction in 2017.  
The beginning talk of a new Fulton State Hospital was in 1992.  Kathy Carter mentioned that several 
former legislators and commissioners who raised the issue of Fulton State Hospital would like to be 
invited to any ground breaking ceremonies.   

• Proposed legislation regarding Advanced Practice Registered Nurses who could order necessary 
seclusion and restraint in our hospitals is continuing to move forward. 

• The Senate and House achieved the two-thirds majority votes needed to successfully override the 
governor’s veto of Senate Bills 509.  The legislation would institute a gradual .5 percent tax cut for 
individuals and a 25 percent deduction on income for small businesses.  The legislation is set to become 
law on Aug. 28, 2014. However, these tax cuts, beginning in 2017, would only take effect if Missouri’s 
general revenue grows more than $150 million over the highest of the three previous fiscal years. In 
addition, the legislation would require individual income tax brackets be adjusted each year based on the 
percentage of increase in inflation. For individuals with a Missouri adjusted gross income of less than 
$20,000, the measure would also increase the personal income tax exemption by $500. 

PHARMACISTS 
PREVENTING 
SUICIDES 

C. Patrick Tharp, Ph.D., R. Ph., Robert L. Salter, MHA, Ed.D., R.Ph. and Erhard Amman, BSPharm., R.Ph. 
presented to the Commission on Pharmacists Preventing Suicides.  Handout is located at 
http://dmh.mo.gov/about/diroffice/commission/2014MeetingSchedule.htm 
 

 

http://dmh.mo.gov/about/diroffice/commission/2014MeetingSchedule.htm


TOPIC/ISSUE DISCUSSION 

They have asked the Commission to consider the following: 
• Include Pharmacists Preventing Suicides (www.pharmacistspreventingsuicides.com) website on DMH’s 

website.  Also they have been trying to get the Board of Pharmacy to add it to theirs and have had no 
success.  Asked if we may make that suggestion to the Board. 

• Help the Governor direct the Board of Pharmacy to adopt regulations to require some training in suicide 
prevention among the pharmacists renewing their licenses. 

• Help in pursuing the Board of Pharmacy to put questions on the state board exam for new pharmacists 
on suicide prevention. 

• Help with funds being available to the schools of pharmacy to not just educate, but also reevaluate and 
improve the physical construction of their buildings with suicide prevention fences and netting around 
their buildings to prevent individuals from jumping off buildings. 

• They also recommended listening to the CD “Depression Out In the Open” and also going to the website 
http://www.moasklistenrefer.org/main  

 
Dennis Tesreau made the suggestion that DMH Staff evaluate the request and make a recommendation to the 
Commission. 

BUDGET UPDATE Dan Haug and Lynne Fulks provided the budget update.  Handout is located at 
http://dmh.mo.gov/about/diroffice/commission/2014MeetingSchedule.htm. 
The Department of Social Service budget had the restoration of the adult dental. 

PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

No public comment 

DIVISIONS AND 
SECTION 
UPDATES 

Division of Behavioral Health update. 
• Nora Bock updated the Commission on the Excellence in Mental Health Act.  Federal Legislation was 

recently passed that establishes a two year pilot program in eight states to expand behavioral health 
services.  The states that are funded are going to be required to create a definition of certified behavioral 
health centers.  We will be required to set standards for evidence based care at the centers.  It will 
include funding that will provide an array of services (screening, assessment, care coordination) it also 
includes peer services.  It places emphasis on crises services, including 24 hour crisis teams.  This grant 
opportunity makes available planning grants.  Only states that receive the planning grant will be able to 
apply in the 8 state pilots.  Unique to this grant, we must develop a prospective payment system for 
reimbursement.  This project lays the groundwork and addresses the issues of the visibility of the ACI 
and the Division’s efforts to prevent suicide.  Dorn Schuffman will be the project leader. 

• ADA Disease Management is the replication of the DM3700.  It was officially launched on February 1st.  
Just under 1,300 individuals were identified in the first cohort and to date 107 have been enrolled in our 
DBH services. 

• HUD announced the 2013 Continuum of Care Tier 1 Competition Awards.  DMH applied for and received 
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TOPIC/ISSUE DISCUSSION 

28 renewal grants in seven of the eight HUD Continuums of Care Regions in Missouri.  This should 
provide continued housing for more than 2,500 individuals. 

• The Division has applied for a grant that will build capacity in adding the evidence base model of 
individualized placement and support in two more of our Community Mental Health Centers.  Successful 
applicants will be awarded a max of $800,000 per year for up to five years and it is expected that six 
awards will be made. 

• Under the direction of Connie Cahalan, DBH intends to apply for the Healthy Transitions Grant for at Risk 
Youth and Young Adults.  It would increase outreach efforts to identify individuals age 16 to 25 who have 
either untreated mental health conditions or who are at risk for developing such conditions.  The award 
amount is up to $1 million up to five years and it is expected that 16 grants will be awarded. 

Jeff Grosvenor provided an update on Division of Developmental Disabilities. 
• Partnership for Hope has enrolled 3,050 individuals since October, 2010.  The Division met with the 

Productive Living Board (St Louis County Senate Bill 40 Board) to discuss the Partnership for Hope 
Waiver.  They are still in the process of making a decision on whether to join the waiver.  Division will 
continue to provide the board information as they evaluate the waiver as an option for St. Louis County 
residents. 

• April Maxwell will provide an update on Northwest Habilitation Services Task Force in July and the 
Commission will be visiting the places in August. 

• Jeff will be in Springfield visiting with the DD redesign committee.  Rolla and Joplin will also hold 
redesign meetings.   

• The DD conference will be held in June in Columbia. 
Dan Haug provided an update on the Division of Administrative Services. 

• The Division has responded to over 500 fiscal notes since the beginning of session. 
• DMH and DSS/Family Support Division have collaborated together to work on Medicaid issues.  Two 

individuals from DSS have started working in DMH Central Office and the process is working very well. 
Emily Koenig provided a hard copy of the Children’s Office update.  

FUTURE 
MEETINGS 

The next Mental Health Commission Meeting will be held on June 3, 2014. This meeting will be held at the 
Department of Mental Health, 1706 East Elm St., Jefferson City, MO.  The tentative start time of the meeting is 
12:30 p.m..   

ADJOURN Gary Duncan made a motion that the meeting adjourn.  Kathy Carter seconded the motion.  The Mental Health 
Commission adjourned at 12:09 p.m.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Neva Thurston, Secretary 
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