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December 1, 2008
Dear Stakeholder:
A work group has been appointed to re-examine the method used to assess level of need and determine priority status for accessing waiver services (how people move from the waiver waiting lists into services), a process codified in state regulation at 9 CSR 45 – 2.015.  The goal is to ensure that Missouri’s process is valid, reliable, fair and equitable, and enables access to services by children or others who may not be experiencing immediate crisis, but could benefit from early intervention or other services that may prevent a future crisis or need for more intense supports later in life.

The work group is comprised of community service providers nominated by the Coalition of Developmental Disability Providers, family members, and division staff.  The Coalition of Developmental Disability Providers is comprised of representatives from the Missouri Association for County Developmental Disability Boards, the Missouri Association for Rehabilitation Facilities, and the Missouri Chapter of the American Network of Community Options and Resources.  A list of workgroup members is attached.

The workgroup will review, continue, and finalize work that was begun in early 2007.  The recommendations from the previous group are attached.  Through competitive bid, the division is seeking to procure technical assistance from a consultant with prior experience performing similar work in other states.  If revisions to the current process are recommended by the workgroup, a proposed amendment to the state regulation will be filed with the Secretary of State’s office and published in the Missouri Register for public comment before revisions are made final.
Sincerely,
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Bernard Simons, Director

Division of Developmental Disabilities
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Attachments

The Department of Mental Health does not deny employment or services because of race, sex,

creed, marital status, religion, national origin, disability or age of applicants or employees.
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