Self-Determination and Housing
The Center for Self-Determination (www.self-determination.com) has defined five principles of self-determination. These principles relate to housing in the following ways.

· Freedom.  Individuals will live in the community of their choice and make choices about the homes that they live in.  Individuals live in homes that are accessible to them, and their friends and family, allowing them the freedom to fully enjoy all aspects of their home.
· Authority.  Individuals will make decisions about who visits their home, what activities are done in their home, and their daily schedules.  Individuals sign their own leases or mortgage agreements.
· Support.  Individuals choose their support systems independent of their choice of housing.  Individuals are supported to make informed choices about housing options available to them.
· Responsibility.  Individuals take good care of their homes and work to make their neighborhoods better.
· Confirmation.   Individuals are recognized in their community as good neighbors and leaders within their communities.
The Division of Developmental Disabilities is working to increase the public awareness of housing issues experienced by individuals with disabilities and encourage the development of new homes incorporating Universal Design concepts. 
The Division is working with various resources to increase the availability of quality, affordable, accessible housing for people with disabilities in safe locations where they can access support services, transportation, employment, and recreation throughout their lifespan.  
