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What does Missouri’s law say
about tobacco sales to minors?
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LI R It is illegal to sell tobacco or
A v
Oorte A e, tobacco-related products to

anyone under the age of 18 in
Missouri.

How can | comply with the law?

Check ID. Confirm identity. Calculate age.

1. Check ID of anyone who is obviously under age 18. In fact, a good rule
of thumb is to check anyone who appears younger than 27.

2. Confirm that the ID represents the person presenting it.

3. Calculate the person’s age. If the individual is under 18, DO NOT sell
them tobacco.

Additionally — DO NOT feel rushed when checking ID, no matter how many
people are in line. It is your job to make sure that you do not sell tobacco
products to anyone under the age of 18.

What is considered a valid ID?

Picture identification such as a valid Missouri’s Driver’s license, state ID, valid
passport, or chauffeur’s license are necessary to determine the customer’s age.

May | sell tobacco to a child who is buying it for a parent?

No! Children may not purchase tobacco under any circumstances. There are
no exceptions. Parents may not send children in a store to buy tobacco or give
permission through a note. In this regard, the law concerning tobacco sales is
the same as for alcohol sales.



What do | do if a customer won’t take ‘no’ for an answer?

Most customers are cooperative. But if you do encounter an intimidating individual, apologize
for the inconvenience, then calmly explain that Missouri law prohibits the sale of tobacco
products to anyone under the age of 18. Inform the individual that there are penalties for not
complying with that law. Inform them that you, personally, could face severe fines or even lose
your job for selling to them.

What'’s the fine if | do sell tobacco to a minor?

You can be fined up to $250. This fine goes to you, the clerk, not the store owner. However,
store owners may be fined as well and also be prohibited from selling tobacco products for up to
five days. Nonetheless, store owners, managers, and supervisors are expected to properly train
you on tobacco sales and to make it clear that the law must be obeyed with no exceptions.

How is the law enforced?

Law enforcement officers, as dictated by Missouri law, are conducting random/unannounced
inspections to see how retailers are complying with the law. Underage youth may conduct the
compliance checks in conjunction with law enforcement officers by making attempts to purchase
tobacco in stores throughout the state or tobacco retail outlets may be observed by a law
enforcement officer to detect illegal tobacco product sales to minors.

Is this entrapment?

No. Routine inspection using underaged youth is the standard means of enforcement for
tobacco and liquor laws throughout the United States. These laws have been enacted to protect
our children, and there is no other practical method of enforcing them.

Why should | care about tobacco and kids?

Tobacco is addictive and lethal. Most individuals who become addicted start smoking as
teenagers. When you refuse to sell tobacco to minors, fewer young people become addicted
and, ultimately, fewer people die due to tobacco-related ilinesses. The present and future health
of Missourians depends on this law being followed and enforced.

Remember, it is your responsibility to make sure you do not sell tobacco products to anyone
under the age of 18.

Adapted from the Oregon Office of Mental Health and Addiction Services
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