Behavioral Health Epidemiological Workgroup
Meeting Minutes

August 16, 2011

Members present:  Susan Depue, Liz Sale, Mike McBride, Mary Pearce, Christie Lundy, Becky Kniest, Shumei Yun, Randall Smith, and Angie Stuckenschneider.  Guests: Joellyn Becker, Joe Davidson
Minutes were reviewed.
Susan Depue provided an update on the deliverables:
The State Monitoring System and the Community Epi Profiles were submitted.  Many people in Missouri were very happy with the Epi Profiles.  Community Profiles can be found on the website.  Feel free to distribute them to anyone you think might be interested.
Minimal feedback was received from SYNECTICS about the State Epi Profile.  Changes to address the feedback have already been made and the final product is on the website.

Website update:
· One programmer is hired and is working on the database aspect of the website.  The analyst is interviewing a second programmer today for the interface role.  This is the last position that needs to be filled in order to complete work on the website.    
· The analyst plans to have mock-ups of the website available for our review by next week.  They are still on track to finish the website by October.
· Liz requested that the group be given a preview of the website before it is released.  Staff will make sure that they are kept in the loop, perhaps the mock-ups can be sent out by email for feedback.
Missouri Student Survey discussion:
· At the last meeting, the group had a great discussion of potential questions to be added to the Missouri Student Survey.  
· There was a continuation of good discussion around the number of surveys that are done with youth by the various state departments.   This brought up the fact that schools have quite a large burden when it comes to surveys.  Shumei explained how Washington State combined all their surveys in an effort to reduce the burden.

· A decision was made to have a meeting of DESE, Health, MIMH, ADA and OSEDA staff in September to discuss the potential data collection overlap.  This will also allow staff to make decisions and move forward with the 2012 Missouri Student Survey.

· Susan will send out an email to the participants that will include the Missouri Student Survey questions from 2010, the YRBS, MSIP, the Tobacco Survey from Health and the list of potential new MSS questions that were generated at the last meeting so we can prepare for the meeting.

Dissemination Plan discussion:
· A matrix of methods for dissemination of the current products was reviewed.  Liz asked about the evaluation components that included focus groups and interviews.  Susan said that was part of the plan at this point but no details have been fleshed out yet.
· The primary focus of the discussion was methods of distributing the data querying website address once it was online.  Ideas included:

· Tables at conferences.  Potential conferences mentioned were ACT’s Prevention conference in December and the Spring Training Institute in May.

· Emailing list serves.  Several of the partners on the BHEW have list serves and the BHEW has its own list serve as well.  It was suggested that the address could be sent out with something like a brief – a one pager with teaser data and then “Find more about it at website address!”

· A press release could be issued to some of the major newspapers in the state.
· A link to the website could be added to the state’s primary government website and potentially partners’ websites as well.

· It was suggested that the Missouri Medical Association might put a paragraph in their newsletter.

· Social Media – ACT and PIP both do social media.  We could ask them to add an announcement to their pages / tweets.  Scott Perkins could be asked to add it to the Suicide Facebook page as well.
Data Gap discussion:

Since the grant period has shifted, we no longer technically have a data gap deliverable.  However, it may come up as a deliverable early next year and it is still a good way to look at what we need to do next.  Ideas for potential data gaps that need to be filled:
· Data on cost to the community of substance abuse or mental illness.  This was originally brought up during the survey done at the beginning of the grant.
· Data on younger kids – at least down to 4th grade.  It was suggested that we check the California Healthy Kids Survey and see what they did when surveying the younger group.
· Data on some physical health topics as well as mental health.
· Data on non-college young adults.  It was suggested that we might be able to sample this age group through DMV, although more research needs to be done to see if the DMV would release that data.
· Data on the elderly.  It was suggested that BRFSS does some work in this area and we would not want to duplicate those efforts.
· Potential places to find gaps: 

· School counselors / administrators could be surveyed and asked what gaps they see.  DESE has a distribution list if we wanted to send a survey by email.
· We could see if we can get data from state website – what are people searching for in the search box?

· We could add a link to our page asking people what data were they trying to find but couldn’t.
Wrap Up

BHEW meetings will remain quarterly for the next year.  If something unexpected comes up, additional meetings will be scheduled.  Susan will be setting up meeting dates for next year and will send those to everyone.

Shumei shared that DHSS is doing a county level survey with Joplin (Newton County); this data should be available March 2012.

