Behavioral Health Epidemiological Workgroup
Meeting Minutes

March 22, 2011

Members present:  Susan Depue, Liz Sale, Angie Stuckenschneider, Mike McBride, Ron Beck, Becky Kniest, Mary Pearce, Christie Lundy, Anne Janku, Randall Smith
Introductions were made.

Minutes were reviewed; a few names were missing and need to be added.

Susan Depue provided an update on the website:
· Contracts with an analyst and then a developer will be required to create the site.  Discussions are currently ongoing to put the contracts in place.
· Planning to incorporate the Dashboard and Dynamic Narrative previously discussed.

· The website must be completed by October 2011.
Susan gave brief presentations about two upcoming deliverables:

· State Community Instrument, due March 31, 2011:
· The questions were received a few weeks ago.  

· The advisory group was given an overview, and given an opportunity to provide input.  There was a short discussion but no changes suggested.  If any member has further feedback, they will email Susan.
· Christie Lundy and Angie Stuckenschneider are assisting Susan with the responses.
· State Epidemiological Profile (State EP), due April 30, 2011:

· The related Communities EP is not due for several months.

· The ADA Status Report is similar in nature.

· Might submit the Status Report plus a subsection on risk and protective factors.  Will know more after the TA call March 30th.
· Hawkins and Catalano’s definition of risk and risk factors are being used.
· Additionally, the 2011 Status Report is being expanded to include mental health data.  
Discussion: Mental Health Data Availability:
· The group discussed how different data sources can be combined, including how to avoid pitfalls related to differential categorizing.  

· An example given was counting simple assaults based on number of arrests, but counting aggravated assaults based on number of offenses.
Discussion: Monthly informational bulletins:

Susan described the purpose:
· The grant proposal written in response to the RFP indicated that one of the products of the workgroup would be informational briefs.

· The goal is to inform and educate, and introduce the idea of working with data as something which is easy and accessible.
· Method of dissemination has yet to be decided.  At minimum, all ADA coalitions will receive these, and they will be posted to the website.  A suggestion was made that some briefs may be appropriate to forward to school districts as well.
· Mike McBride / Partners in Prevention also write briefs on a monthly basis:

· The briefs focus on minorities such as veterans; persons of color; and lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender (LGBT) persons.
· However, this data is focused on college students
· Based on the school they go to, not the area in which they live.

· Ron Beck discussed the Missouri Statewide Drug and Violent Crime Strategy, which looks at street gang activity vs. organized crime, on a drug-by-drug basis.  It can be found at http://www.mshp.dps.missouri.gov/MSHPWeb/SAC/publications_grant_monitoring.html
· Potential topics include:

· Link between bullying and suicidal ideation.
· Link between depression and marijuana use.
· Kids riding in cars with drunk drivers, but not driving drunk themselves.

· Compulsive gambling.
· Gang presence, especially rising MS13 activity in Latin@ populations.
· Special populations such as veterans, LGBT populations, racial groups.

· News articles can be reviewed to determine what people are interested in at the moment.

State Epidemiological Narrative/Dashboard:
State staff have discussed doing a high level narrative as a supplement to the State Epi Profile deliverable.  Discussion with the feds have indicated that, while it wouldn’t fulfill the deliverable itself, they thought it could be a worthwhile product and if we wanted it, they would provide feedback.  Goal is to have 20-30 pages, which utilize data to create an image of the state.  

When requested for potential topics for the Dashboard, the following suggestions were made:
· Demographic data should include SES

· Drug data should include Meth

· Gambling

· Domestic violence.  Highway patrol has data on number of incidents

· Date rape/sexual assault, especially under the influence of alcohol, or perhaps by special populations
· Special populations, such as college students, foster kids, veterans, the homeless.  Includes looking at PTSD in veterans and abused kids.
· Alcohol/driving fatalities statewide – MO’s fatality rate is the lowest since 1949.  

· Child abuse and neglect
· Cyberbullying or sexting

· Suicide
· Bullying
A discussion was had about how some data only applies to certain populations.  For instance, the school survey cannot be generalized to the entire state population.  Somehow the dashboard should be designed so that it is clear to even a novice user which data is generalizable to the entire state and which data, though helpful, should only be interpreted to apply to a certain population.

Future Meetings:

3rd Tuesday, April 19, 1:30 – 3:30 p.m.

3rd Tuesday, June 21, 1:30 – 3:30 p.m.

3rd Tuesday, August 16, 1:30 – 3:30 p.m.
